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The P. roper Use of Scripture wsligty 


When I expound the Holy Scripture, I must always compass 
myself by it, that those who hear me, may be profited by the 
doctrine held forth, and receive edification thereby. If I have 
not this affection, tf I do not edify those that hear me, I commit 
sacrilege, and profane the Word of God. Those also who read 
the Holy Scripture, or come to hear the sermon, tf they seek any 
foolish speculations, if they come hither to recreate themselves, 
they are guilty of profaning the gospel. If we divert the Holy 
Scripture from its proper use, and seek questions in it, without 
endeavoring to profit by it, we pollute it. 


St. Paul hath taught us that we must come to God with 
earnest desires, seeing He seeketh nothing but our profit and sal- 
vation. He showeth us also that we must not pollute the Holy 
Scripture, to make it serve our own fancy; but knowing it 1s 
God’s mind that it should be made profitable to us, we must 
come thither to be taught: yea, and taught in that which will be 
profitable for our salvation. 


—JoHN CALVIN 
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“ECCLESIASTICAL OCTOPUS” 
Sir: 


Your reference to the National 
Council as an “ecclesiastical octopus” 
is utterly unfair . On reflection 
I challenge you to substantiate this 
characterization. 


Robert Glass 
New York 


EDITOR’S REPLY— 


We are suggesting that Mr. Glass 
write to the National Council and 
ask for a detailed outline of the 
various departments, study groups, 
enterprises and activities in which 
they are engaged. He will find that 
there is not an area of the work of 
Protestantism in which they are not 
working. Some of this is legitimate, 
other activities are questionable. 
When any organization enters in 
every field of the Church’s endeavor 
— world missions, home missions, 
Christian education, publication, etc. 
etc. etc., and proceeds to produce 
materials and suggestions for the 
work of every department of the 
Church it is very important that 
we study the philosophy of those 
doing this work. So far as the Na- 
tional Council is concerned we find 
that many of its most influential 
men, elected and also employed, hold 
a philosophy of the Church, both as 
to message and mission which is at 
variance with that of historic evan- 
gelical Christianity. There is no 
necessary opprobrium to the term 
“ecclesiastical octopus’? — the facts 
justify this characterization. It is 
not the fact of their activities creep- 
ing down to every department of 


the life of the Church which is im- 
portant. The issue is in the type of 
activity and the philosophies which 
are being spread abroad from a 
central source where _ theological 
liberalism is in control. 


MORE ON THE NCC 
Sir: 


On page two of the June issue of 
Presbyterian Survey I find this in- 
formation: “Last year (1958) our 
church (the Southern Presbyterian) 
contributed to the National Council 
of Churches $8,113 according to 
Dr. J. G. Patton. Ex. Sec. of the 
General Council. In addition to this 
a number of our agencies con- 
tributed to departments of the N. 
C. C. for the extension of work in 
their particular areas of activity. 
The Board of World Missions last 
year contributed $42,694.82 to the 
division of Foreign Missions of the 
N. C. C. The Board of Christian 
Education contributed $6,825 to the 
Division of Christian Education of 
N. C. C. making a total of $57,- 
632.82. 


Why could the money of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church not 
have been used through the channels 
of our own church? We need to sup- 
port our World Mission work instead 
of the N. C. C. Also our own Chris- 
tian Education. Where do _ the 
‘Boards’ get the right to dispose of 
the money given by Southern Pres- 
byterians for their own work? 


An Inquirer 





LOOK INTO THE FUTURE 
Sir: 


I was very upset over the June 
17 issue. 


Although the science-fiction edi- 
torial, “A Venture in Long-Range 
Reporting,’ was designed primarily 
to stir us to a greater realization of 
the dangers which are present in the 
World Condition of today, it seems 
to me that its applications and in- 
nuendoes could have been a little 
more in line with the great prin- 
ciples and teachings of our Lord. 


I would suggest that in the future, 
your derogatory editorials, such as 
“Crucified for What?’’, give a little 
more evidence of the Love of God, 
rather than the whims and fears of 
men. 

Sincerely yours, 


Charles L. Stanford, Jr. 
Meridian, Miss. 


Sir: 


Your issue of June 17th has just 
come and your combined editorial 
and “A Venture in Long-Range Re- 
porting” is dynamite ...I want at 
least fifty reprints. 


Mrs. Leo Brady 
Towson, Maryland 





Sir: 


— people are doing a wonderful 
job. 
John Temple Graves 
Birmingham, Ala. 





Sir: 


“A Venture in Long-Range Re- 
porting” by Dr. Bell does scare me 
for I know only too well what dan- 
ger we are in and how indifferent 
we are to that danger. I sincerely 
hope all members of the Church will 
read this article and heed his warn- 
ing. It is later than we think. 

J. Heath Laughlin 
Decatur, Ga. 





VIRGIN BIRTH 
Sir: 


With reference to the Gill case: 
. . . Perhaps the believer’s attitude 
toward such as he should be the same 
as Christ’s attitude was (Luke 10:21) 
“IT thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and has revealed them unto 
babes; even so, Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.” 


Mrs. W. T. Kelley 
McDonough, Ga. 











“I hereby give and bequeath to 
the Board of Directors of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company (incorporated under the 
laws of the State of North Caro- 


lina) $ 


Y 





for the use and benefit of said 
company.” 




















| 





PAGE 2 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 8, 1959 


Ean 


ee nn Me eo 





ot Gh feet eed Gete O68 


me tk a Om 


~—s “ * - * 


- ~~ 































EDITORIAL 


Chaos and Calm 


Against the backdrop of existing world conditions, 
and of God’s revealed truth, certain factors stand out 
in bold relief, facts of which the Christian should 
be aware and by which we who trust in God and in 
His Son can maintain a right perspective in the 
midst of what otherwise would be baffling con- 
fusion. 





The Chaos of Unbelief 


Out of the bleakness of a world which was with- 
out form, and void; with darkness upon the face 
of the deep, the Spirit of God brought order from 
chaos, and the earth on which we live with all of 
its beauty and perfection became a physical reality. 


But the conflict of the ages was not long in develop- 
ing and man because of his own wilful disobedience, 
found himself separated from the God Who had 
created him for love and fellowship. 


With disobedience and unbelief there has come 
chaos which is reflected on every hand. In fact the 
world in which we live is but a segment of that un- 
ending revolt against the sovereign God of the uni- 
verse. “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to 
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts (Pleasures). James 4:2,3. What a perfect 
description of the world in July, 1959! 


The chaos, the world disorder, of which Christians 
are aware is the chaos of revolt against divine au- 
thoritv; of disobedience to divine revelation. Un- 
believers may sense the fact of world disorder but 
they do not know its cause. 


The Entrance of Light 


Despite the mystery of iniquity, and man’s partici- 
pation in this affront to a holy God, God has never 
ceased to woo men back to Himself. This He has 
done by various manifestations and_ revelations; 
through direct communication with men; through 
the operation of the Holy Spirit; through the giving 
of the Law; through the prophets at sundry times 
and in divers manners; through His Own Son, the 
Living Word, and through the Holy Scriptures, the 
Written Word. 

In addition He has revealed His wisdom, power 
and glory in the universe which He has created. 


All of these revelations of His divine nature and 
being culminated in the Christ and since the days 
of His flesh the Holy Spirit has never ceased to strive 





with men, to bring them to the One Who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. 


The entrance of this divinely given light into the 
darkness and chaos of the world is an unending 
testimony to God’s marvellous love, mercy and grace. 
The necessity of the death of His Son is a testimony 
to the reality and nature of sin itself. 


That there exist in the world two contending 
forces is self evident. Good and evil is all about us. 
Even we who are the redeemed are aware of the 
constant battle within our own lives. The spirit is 
willing but the flesh is weak. With Paul we cry out: 
“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not.” 


But God's revelation does not merely show man 
his hopeless condition; He has also provided the 
remedy in His Son so that we may be freed from the 
condemnation of sin and become new creatures in 
Him. As Christ is the Light which has come down 
from above we who are His Own become light in 
the society of which we are a part — not a light 
of our own devising but the reflected light of the 
glorious Son of God. 


This light, in individual Christians and a part 
of the corporate witness of the Church of the re- 
deemed, is in the world for all to see. How careful 
we should be to guard our relationship to the One 
Who has saved us, that at all times we might fulfill 
His will: “Ye are the light of the world”. 


The Restraint of Salt 


In this chaotic and unbelieving world there is al- 
so the preserving and restraining “salt” of the Chris- 
tian. The Holy Spirit, resident in the hearts of 
believers, works in and through them to win men 
to Christ while at the same time they are the spiritual 
“salt” without, which exercises a blessed influence on 
society as a whole. 


The Dividing Process 
\cross the world God is working. He has not left 
Himself without a witness and this witness of the 
Holy Spirit continues to work in the hearts of men, 


leading some from darkness to light, from death to 
life. 

The social order of which we are a part is a divided 
society of men and women, believers and unbelievers, 
saved and lost. This is a realistic and completely 
scriptural classification. It is the basic reason for 
God’s Son coming into the world; for the establishing 
of the Church; for the witness of the Church at home 
and abroad. To the fact of this division and of 
God's bridging of the gap the Church must give un- 
ceasing witness. 
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All of which leads to the inevitable conclusion 
that until and unless we look at the world in the 
light of divine revelation, and with the perspective 
which comes alone through a right relationship with 
God, we find ourselves adrift in the contemporary 
chaos — without God and without hope in this 
world. 


The Answer 


The Spirit of God continues to woo men. He 
works in and through those who have, in simple faith, 
received His message of salvation through Christ. 
He is working through the witness of the Church. 
There is always the temptaion to take Christ and 
make Him King of an unregenerate world by the 
sheer force of human effort. Such efforts not only 
fail; they also confuse and divert. 


There is but one answer to a world in chaos— 
God’s answer, and this is found in the Gospel of His 
Son, PREACHED, TAUGHT AND LIVED. ; 


It is to this end that He came, and died, and lives 
today. 
—L. N. B. 





“What Have They Seen 


in Thine House?” 


There comes a sense of deep satisfaction as one 
reads the story of King Hezekiah. With faith in 
God and zeal for His honor he worked to destroy the 
idolatrous practices which had eaten as a cancer into 
the life of Israel. 


Confronted by powerful enemies from without he 
turned to God in prayer and saw the defeat of those 
who would destroy his country. 


Sick even unto death he communed with the One 
he had loved and served and God healed his body 
and lengthened his days. 


But Hezekiah committed a grave error of judg- 
ment. When the king of Babylon sent his son to 
visit him, bearing gifts and inquiring about his 
health, he showed him everything he had — all the 
riches of Jerusalem. 


“Then came Isaiah the prophet unio 
king Hezekiah, and said unto him, 
What said these men? and from whence 
came they unto thee? .. . What 
have they seen in thine house?” 

II Kings 20:14,15 


When Hezekiah told Isaiah he had showed them all 
of his treasurers he heard these words: 


“And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear 
the word of the Lord. Behold, the days 
come, that all that is in thine house, — 
and that which thy fathers have laid 
up in store unto this day, shall be 
carried into Babylon: nothing shall 
be left, saith the Lord.” 


II Kings 20:16,17 


Is there not grave danger that the “cultural ex- 
change” now being engaged in with Russia may 
prove our own undoing? Confusing the friendliness 
of the Russian people with the unswerving designs 
of the men in the Kremlin we can well make the 
disastrous mistake of being duped. 


America’s problem is not the Russian people, the 
overwhelming majority of whom are friendly and 
pathetically anxious to know more about this coun- 
try. For our part we have no desire but for peace 
and cordial relations. We have no designs against 
Russia or any other people. 


But we are confronted by a fact we would gladly 
ignore. The aim of world Communism is world 
domination. This aim never changes. Methods may 
change; the time-table may be slowed down; immedi- 
ate advantage may often be served by delay; but 
we must never forget this: Russia plans to destroy 
America and anything which tends to break down 
the guard of our citizens is something to be greatly 
feared. 


Russia is increasingly sharing in these cultural 
exchanges. For those Russians so fortunate as to visit 
this country the experience must be an eye-opener. 
Americans who visit Russia also are confronted by 
many surprises, many of them pleasant. It is obvious 
that the overwhelming majority of visitors from Rus- 
sia are trained observers in their respective fields. 
While we look with interest on things Russian we are 
ourselves being scrutenized for one definite purpose— 
our own destruction. 


These “cultural exchanges” may prove to be con- 
ditioning exchanges — conditioning to the ultimate 
compromise, the compromise of death. 

—L. N. B. 





Lest We Forget (Continued) 


Albigenses were a people who lived in southern 
France. They were condemned for their religious be- 
liefs in the Lateran Council by order of Pope Alex- 
ander III; but their numbers increased until several 
cities were almost exclusively of their persuasion. 
Even some nobles accepted their faith, particularly 
the Earls of Toulouse and Foxi. (I) 


At first the Pope sent preachers to convince these 
people of their errors, but one of their pastors, Ar- 
nold by name, whose views were close to those of 
the later Protestants, argued too powerfully for the 





(1) The name Albigenses sometimes is thought to have 
been given because they first lived in the town of 
Albi. Others say that they were called so because 
they were condemned by a council of New Testa- 
ment religion. It is possible that the name covers 
several groups, and their exact views are not too 
well known. The Cathari are sometimes represented 
as dualists; but most scholars admit that some of 
them were not dualistic. The accounts of their be- 
liefs are not only meagre, but they come from their 
enemies, who may not have been very accurate. 
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Pope’s emissaries. About the time of this debate, a 
friar named Peter was murdered in the lands be- 
longing to the Earl of Toulouse. The Pope resolved 
to make this an excuse to persecute the Earl and his 
people. This persecution was labeled a holy war, 
and the Pope promised paradise to all who would 
enlist in his armies against the Albigenses. The same 
terms were offered that were granted to the Crusaders 
who went to the Holy Land. The Pope also ordered 
the bishops and archbishops to excommunicate the 
Earl of Toulouse and to absolve his subjects from 
allegiance to him. He commanded everbody to pursue 
the Earl, to possess his lands, to destroy his property, 
and to murder anyone who remained faithful to him. 


When the Earl heard of these preparations, he 
wrote a very candid letter to the Pope, assuring him 
that he had had nothing to do with the friar’s death, 
and that the murderer had fled out of his territories. 
But the Pope denied the Earl the hearing that he 
sought, and as the armies approached, the Earl saw 
how tremendous they were and despairing of being 
able to defend himself by force resolved to submit. 


Therefore the Earl went to the Pope’s legate who 
commanded the army and voluntarily surrendered. 
He expressed surprise that such an army had been 
raised against him before any evidence of guilt had 
been established. He requested that the legate pre- 
vent the army from plundering his innocent subjects, 
inasmuch as his voluntary surrender was a sufficient 
pledge of justice in the murder of the friar. 


To this the legate replied that he accepted the 
Earl’s surrender, but that he could not restrain the 
troops unless the Earl delivered up seven of his best 
castles as securities for his future behavior. At this 
demand the Earl saw that he had made a terrible 
error in surrendering; but being now in the legate’s 
power, he had to order the surrender of the castles. 


When the castles were taken over by the Pope's 
army, the legate told the people that they were now 
the Pope’s subjects and not the Earl’s. To impress 
them, the legate was stripped of his clothes and beaten 
before the grave of the friar. 


The army next proceeded to the town Bezieres. 
The Earl here too thought that he could not defend 
himself against such a large army, so he too sur- 
rendered, imploring the Pope’s legate to spare the 
inhabitants of the city on the ground that there were 
as many Catholics in the city as there were AI- 
bigensians. The legate brushed all this aside as 
mere excuses. 


Upon this the Catholics of the city pressed the Al- 
bigenses to renounce their faith and seek to mollify 
the legate. But this they would not do. If God de- 
sired them to escape, they would escape; but if He 
would be glorified by their death, they would prefer 
to die than to dishonor God. The Catholics of the 
city then sent their bishop to the legate to ask him 
not to punish them along with the Albigensians, and 
the bishop even urged that the best way to win the 
Albigensians to Romanism was to deal with them 
gently. 


This advice threw the legate into a rage. He 
ordered an assault against the city and urged the 
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soldiers to brutality. The babies were torn from 
their mother’s arms and dashed on the stones; the 
women were then raped; the city was set on fire, 
and as some had tried to hide in their buildings, 
these were burned to death. In all, the accounts in- 
dicate that about 60,000 persons were massacred. 

The Earl of Bezieres escaped to Carcasson. The 
legate immediately led his forces against Carcasson 
and expected to win another easy victory. But here 
the defenders were able to hold their own and they 
drove back the Papal soldiers in defeat. T'wo miles 
distant was another town that the Albigenses had 
fortified. The legate, stung by defeat, wreaked his 
vengeance on this town. He took it by storm, killed 
all the inhabitants he could find, and set the place 
on fire. 

About this time the King of Arragon visited the 
legate. He asked the legate’s permission to visit the 
Earl of Bezieres, who was a relative of his, for the 
purpose of persuading him to recognize his obliga- 
tions to the Pope and the Church. 

The legates after considering it a few minutes, said 
that for the King’s sake he would grant the Earl 
and twelve others mercy, but as for the rest, he said, 
I shall treat them as their offence deserves. As the 
Earl would not accept these terms, the battle con- 
tinued. The legate was again defeated. 


Then the legate sent a man skilled in deception 
to tempt the Earl to come out of the city for an 
interview with the legate. The messenger was in ad- 
vance granted absolution for any lies and false oaths 
he might have to make to deceive the Earl. This 
plan worked, for the Earl thought he would be secure 
under an agreement of personal safety. He soon 
found himself being dragged and the city was called 
upon to open its gates. 


Because the Earl had been the military leader, the 
people did not know what to do. Some even wanted 
to surrender. Others said it was better to die in 
battle. An old man came forward at this juncture 
and told them there was a secret passageway, under- 
ground, which led from the city to a strong castle 
a little bit away. If we can find this passageway, we 
can escape to safety. They found the tunnel and 
escaped with what food they could carry. They then 
decided that it would not be wise to stay in this 
castle, but instead, they scattered through the moun- 
atins where they were safe from the Pope's soldiers. 

Next morning the legate expected a complete vic- 
tory over what he now knew to be a leaderless town. 
To his surprise he found the city empty. At first 
he thought it was a ruse. Soon he found that it was 
not, and the soldiers climbed over the wall and 





plundered the place. The unfortunate Earl of 
Bezieres was locked up in a dungeon where he died. 
—G. H. C. 
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John Calvin Memorial Year--1959 


by Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 


This year marks the 450th anniversary of the birth 
of John Calvin and the 400th anniversary of the 
final edition of his great work, the Institutes of the 
Christian Religion. The memorial year comes this 
time when there is a great deal of study and interest 
in the life and teachings of the Reformer of Geneva. 


Members of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
will take special interest and delight in the commemo- 
rative proceedings of this year, for they trace their 
spiritual heritage, historically speaking, through the 
ministry of this outstanding theologian and statesman 
of the Reformation. After Studying under Calvin, 
John Knox brought his Biblical doctrines and prin- 
ciples of reformation back to Scotland where he 
established the Presbyterian Church. 


In 1909 our General Assembly, meeting at Savan- 
nah, Georgia, commemorated the birth of Calvin. 
In observance of the occasion our Committee on 
Publication published Calvin Memorial Addresses, 
stating and applying the principles of Calvinism to 
contemporary issues and problems. The authors of 
these addresses included such eminent scholars as 
Bavinck and Warfield. It would be a pity if we let 
this year pass without appropriate celebration. It 
would be an indication that more interest is shown 
in the Reformer by those who have profited less from 
his ministry than we who are his theological heirs. 


This year the Calvin College Thespians are present- 
ing on tour “The Open Prison,” a play by Wes Kort, 
portraying Calvin, his faith and his ideals. 


The Reformed Fellowship, Inc., is having Prof. 
John Murray of Westminster Seminary deliver a 
series of lectures on the te: ichings of Calvin in Grand 
Rapids during May. 


The Torch and Trumpet periodical has commenced 
a series of articles by well known Reformed scholars 
in keeping with the memorial year. The articles, by 
Johannes Vos, Paul Woolley, Cornelius Van Til, R. B. 
Kuiper, J. I. Packer, and others, are on: “Calvin as 
a Man of God,” “Calvin as a Theologian,” “Calvin 
as a Reformer,” “Calvin as a Controversialist,” “Cal- 
vin’s Conception of the Church,” “Calvin’s Concep- 
tion of Philosophy,” etc. 


The Banner of the Christian Reformed Church is 
carrying a simple and informative series on the “Prin- 
ciples and Problems of Contemporary Calvinism” by 
professors of Calvin College and Seminary. Many 
other Reformed papers and journals will, of course, 
be carrying similar articles. 


The President of Calvin Seminary, John H. 
Kromminga, has compiled a book of devotional read- 
ings of brief selections from the warm writings of the 
Reformer. This has been issued recently from the 
Zondervan press under the title, Thine Is My Heart 
($3.95) . 


A symposium on The Rise and Development of 
Calvinism by members of the Calvin College faculty 
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has been edited by Prof. John Bratt and will shortly 
appear from the press of Eerdman’s Publishing Com- 
pany ($2.75). Dr. Bratt has also prepared a study 
manual with 22 brief chapters and questions for fur- 
ther study and discussion on The Life and Teaching 
of John Calvin (72 pages). This new Baker Book 
House publication (75c) is an excellent introduction 
to the man and his thought. 


Eerdmans has reissued the /nstitutes this year in 
two paper-bound volumes easily within the reach 
of any who would like to become familiar with this 
monumental work of Calvin ($5.00). Eerdmans has 
also just brought from the press a reprint of the 
three-volume Reformation Tracts and Treatises of 
Calvin, with a new introduction by Prof. T. F. Tor- 
rence of the University of Edinburgh ($15.00). The 
Letters of Calvin is to be a forthcoming Eerdmans re- 
print. 

The Calvinistic Action Committee is planning a 
memorial volume on Calvin for this year. It should 
be a fine new addition to the former publications of 
the Committee: The Sovereignty of God (1940), 
The Word of God and the Reformed Faith (1943), 
Calvin in Times of Crisis (1947), God-Centered Liv- 
ing (1951), and American Calvinism (1957). These 
volumes have been symposiums or conference reports. 
In addition, the Committee has announced a Calvin 
Memorial Conference to be held in Grand Rapids on 
June 3rd and 4th of this year. A high-light of the 
conference will be the premier showing of a new 
film on the “Life of John Calvin.” This is a 30 
minute, black and white film, produced in Geneva, 
to be released by early summer for showing on TV 
and to churches and groups. 

The Calvinistic Action Committee is an affiliate 
of the International Association for Reformed Faith 
and Action. There is a corresponding group in the 
South, the Calvinistic Fellowship Foundation, which 
has been sponsoring public lectures on the Reformed 
Faith in Jackson, Mississippi, since 1956. The last 
lecture, delivered at Belh: aven College on March 2lst 
of this year, was on “Religion and the Educational 
Situation in America” by Prof. Edmund P. Clowney 
of Westminster Theological Seminary. 


We have a few suggestions for those who want to 
celebrate the Calvin memorial year. (1) Read 
through Calvin’s /nstitutes. More of our ministers 
and teachers should be acquainted with this book than 
actually are. Reading carefully only a few pages a day, 
a person could complete the work within a year. 


(2) Study one or two of the classic works on Cal- 
vinism, such as Warfield’s Calvin and Calvinism, 
Meeter’s Basic Ideas of Calvinism, and Kuyper’s Stone 
Lectures on Calvinism. A. M. Hunter’s The Teaching 
of Calvin or A. Dakin’s Calvinism might also be used. 

(3) Read a Calvin biography. Portrait of Calvin 
by T. H. L. Parker and Calvin: A Life (John Knox 
Press) by Emanuel Stickelberger are both recent and 
popular treatments. A reprint of an older work is 
L. Penning’s Genius of Geneva. 
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(4) Preach a series of sermons on the Five Points 
of Calvinism. Three recent books would be helpful 
in the preparation of these sermons: Edwin H. Pal- 
mer’s Five Points of Calvinism (75c), Gordon Gi- 
rod’s The Deeper Faith ($2.50), and Ben A. War- 
burton’s Calvinism ($3.00). 


(5) Try to arrange a showing of the new film on 
Calvin’s life. 


(6) Those ministers, churches, institutions, pres- 
byteries, and other groups, who have the inclination 
and the means to do so should make an effort to have 
in the form of lectures, a conference, or a guest speak- 
er. By all means, however, let us not forget those 
great men who have taught us the Word of God 
faithfully. They were sent by God to be a blessing 
to His Church. 





The Foundation 


The geologists tell us that the southern part of Flor- 
ida is “made” land, formed by the accumulated bodies 
of billions and trillions of little creatures of the sea 
which we call coral. Each of these lived and died, 
aparently to no purpose, but today the great city 
of Miami and thousands of acres of fertile land bear 
testimony to the fact that they formed the solid foun- 
dation on which a rich and useful part of this coun- 
try now stands. 


Christianity is based on the foundation of Christ 
Himself, and our church today is a superstructure, 
but throughout the two thousand years since Christ 
lived on this earth millions of Christians have lived, 
striven and died, leaving behind some contribution 
to the lower part of the building on which we today, 
through our contributions, are building upward; and 
even though the winds and rains of modernism, 
apostacism and indifference have beat upon it, still 
it stands, a shining light in an otherwise dark and 
cheerless world. 


Sometimes when it seems that our efforts are of 
no avail and that our lives are futile, let us take heart 
from the lesson of the little coral, whose dead body 
added a bit to the future land of Florida, and let us 
remember that our lives, too, may leave some “foot- 
prints on the sands of time”; that our kindly acts, 
our words spoken for Him, our contributions of all 
kinds to the cause of Christ, no matter how trivial, 
add a small bit to the evergrowing, firm foundation 
on which God is building His church on earth and 
which He will later take to be with Him in heaven. 


Rejoice, then, and be glad that you can live for 
Christ, because it is harder to LIVE for Him than it 





is to die for Him, and see to it that your life adds 
some rock to the building, rather than some hay, 
wood or stubble. 


—R. LeC. 





We Are Punished by Our 
Sins as Well as for Them 


By Dr. John Franklin Troupe 


“What is truth?” asked jesting Pilate. We may well 
answer that truth is correspondence with reality. 
The truth is not what we make, but what we find 
in life. It cannot be altered by our manipulation. 
We may succeed for awhile in deceiving people into 
believing in some altered version of the truth which 
may meet our purpose, but in due time we must 
reckon with the fact that truth is eternal reality 
which may be far different from our own choice and 
desire. 


One of the valuable lessons that religion Teaches us 
is that there is something higher than human will. 
It is not merely a fixed code of rules imposed upon 
us by the Bible which we must obey because it is 
in the Bible, but rather it is in the Bible because it 
is formulated by our Creator, Who has adapted it 
to our very best interests. The moral code, as con- 
tained in the Bible, is an influence, constantly con- 
fronting us, in the very nature of things and in our 
own nature, always present, no matter what we think 
about it. 


The leaders of the Soviet Union entirely disregard 


their eternal principle. They seem to_ believe 
they are responsible for and can control all 
things. In the words of one of their own writers, 


the Moscow radio broadcast the following: “We 
materialists create our own heaven and fill it 
with our own moon and stars.” Any nation taking 
that attitude is building up toward a colossal fall. 
The consequences may not follow rapidly, but the 
sure judgment which finally discovers what is out of 
line with truth, wells up through all levels of life 
and sooner or later will catch up with the trans- 
gressor. 


The nations that believe in God and trust Him, 
dare not relax in their preparations for meeting any 
and all aggressors, but we can be assured that the 
final outcome is certain. The cup of inquity of the 
wicked is running full, and judgment will follow 
false pride as surely as the day follows the night. 
“Be sure your sin will find you out.” Nations, as well 
as individuals, are punished by their sins as well as 
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LESSON FOR JULY 26, 1959 


COURAGE IN CRISIS 


Background Scripture: Esther 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 6:10-17 





Just a few words about this book before we take 
up the story itself. While the name of God does 
not occur in the book, the Providence of God is seen 
throughout its pages. It tells of one of the crises in 
the History of the Jews and the manner in which 
deliverance came. While we cannot be certain as to 
its authorship, it was probably written by Mordecai 
himself. The king, Ahasuerus, is almost certainly 
the Xerxes whom we know to be a fickle and Ca- 
pricious king who ruled by court favorites and was 
extravagant in his habits. His reign extended from 
485 to 464 B.C. “The historical value of this book 
cannot be questioned. There is but one explanation 
of the Feast of Purim (2 Macc.), which is con- 
tinued to the present time. It is of great historical 
value in the light it throws upon the state of the 
Jews in the Persian Empire’. (Analytical Bible, p. 
611) 

There is a great deal of history between the book 
of Ruth and the book of Esther. As we saw, the 
period of the Judges was an exceedingly distressing 
period in the history of Israel. Samuel, the last 
and best of all the Judges, brought some sort of order 
out of all the chaos and confusion. When he grew 
old, and his sons proved to be corrupt, the people 
asked for a king and God granted their request, 
after warning them of the consequences. The first 
king, Saul, was a failure and died a suicide. David 
reigned for seven years over Judah and then for 
thirty-three over all Israel. He was followed by 
Solomon in all his glory. At the death of Solomon, 
and because of his son’s foolish answer to the de- 
mands of the people, the kingdom was divided. 
David’s line kept Judah and Benjamin, but the 
rest of the tribes revolted. In the Northern King- 
dom all the kings either followed in the footsteps of 
Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin by making the 
calves, or went into the worship of Baal and Aste- 
roth. In the South there were some good kings, like 
Asa and Jehoshaphat, who brought the people back 
to God. The Northern tribes were carried into 
captivity by the Assyrians and later on the Southern, 
by Babylon. These, after seventy years of captivity, 
were given the privilege of going back to their native 
land. There were two expeditions, and the events 
of Esther occur between these two, and tell of the 
fate of the Jews who were in the Persian Empire. 
In this study I am following pretty closely the out- 
line of Esther as given in The New Analytical Edi- 
tion of the Bible published by John A. Dickson 
Publishing Co. of Chicago. I have their permission 

for using this material. 


Or 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


I. Vashti, the Persian Queen Deposed: Chapter |] 


We might call this chapter the story of a dis- 
obedient wife and a very angry husband. Ahasuerus, 
or Xerxes, had a great empire of 127 provinces. He 
ruled from 484-464 B.C., and is known as fickle, 
capricious and extravagant. We see his character re- 
vealed in what takes place in this chapter. He makes 
a great feast which lasted one hundred and sixty 
days, for his nobles and princes, and then a feast 
of seven days for the people. The intoxicated mon- 
arch sent for Vashti, his queen, who was having a 
feast of her own, to come before all the people and 
princes that they might see her beauty, but she re- 
fused to come. We do not know what sort of person 
Vashti was, but we rather admire her “spunk” in 
disobeying such an order from her drunken hus- 
band. He, of course, was furious “and his anger 
burned within him”. 


The next question was, what shall we do unto the 
queen? He consulted his “wise men”, and they said, 
the queen has not done wrong to the king alone in 
this matter, but to all of us, for the word will come 
to all the women of the land and they will hold 
their husbands in contempt. So they advised Xerxes 
to depose the queen and give her royal estate to 
another better than she, and when this is known 
all the wives shall give their husbands honor, both 
to great and to small. This pleased the king and he 
did as they advised. 

II. Esther Chosen Queen: Chapter 2 


— 


Then began the search for Vashti’s successor. 
Among the fair young virgins who were found was 
Esther, a Hebrew orphan, the cousin of Mordecai, 
whose people had been taken to Babylon in the time 
of Jehoiachin. He had brought up Esther as a foster- 
daughter. This fair and beautiful Jewish maiden had 
not revealed her lineage, for Mordecai had charged 
her to keep it secret. Her courage piety and resource- 
fulness are seen as the story develops. She pleased 
the king more than any other of the maidens and 
was made queen in the seventh year of Ahasuerus 
(478 B.C.). The king made a great feast unto all 
his princes and his servants, even Esther's feast; and 
he made a release to the provinces, and gave gifts, 
according to the bounty of the king. 


111. Haman, Mordecai and the King: Chapter 3 


After these things the king promoted Haman the 
Agagite and set his seat above all the other princes 
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and commanded all the people to bow before him 
and reverence him. This, Mordecai, the Jew, refused 
to do. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed 
not nor did him reverence he was full of wrath. He 
scorned to take revenge on this one man but sought 
to destroy all the Jews that were throughout all the 
kingdom. So he told the king that there was a 
certain people scattered among all the provinces 
who did not keep the king’s laws and asked that they 
might be destroyed and that he, Haman, would pay 
into the treasury ten thousand talents of silver 
(about $10,000,000) . This he expected to get from the 
spoils of the' Jews. This request of Haman was 
granted and the decree of the weak king went forth. 
The general massacre was to take place in the 
twelfth month of the twelfth year of the king’s reign 
(472 B.C.) This decree was carried into all parts 
of the Empire. 


IV. Esther's Brave Resolve: Chapter 4 


There was, of course, great distress among the 
Jews. Mordecai put on sackcloth and went out into 
the midst of the city and cried with a loud and bitter 
cry and came even before the king’s gate. So Esther’s 
maids came and told her and she was exceedingly 
grieved and sent Hatach, one of the king’s chamber- 
lains to know what and why it was. Mordecai told 
him all that had happened and gave him one of the 
king’s decrees. He begged her to go to the king and 
make supplication for her people. She sent word 
to him that it would be risking her life to go to 
the king unless he sent for her, unless the king 
should hold out the golden scepter. Mordecai, how- 
ever, insisted that she go, saying to her, “who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this”. It was a crisis in the history of the 
Jewish nation. Esther replied, Go and gather all 
the Jews in Shushan and fast ye for me, and so I 
will go in unto the king, which is not according to 
the law; and if I perish, I perish. So Mordecai did as 
Esther requested and she prepared for her bold ad- 
venture. No one knew better than she what sort of 
man Xerxes was and how dangerous was her mission. 
We see here the hand of God as He raises up another 
deliverer for His people in time of crisis, even as He 
had raised others. 


V. Esther and the King: Chapters 5-7 


Esther put on her royal apparel and comes into 
the inner court. One can imagine her feelings. The 
king graciously held out the golden scepter and said 
to her, What wilt thou, Queen Esther? and what is 
thy request? It shall be given thee even to the half 
of the kingdom. Now we see her wisdom and re- 
sourcefulness. She knows her husband’s weakness, 
and so she invites him and Haman to a feast, and 
when she is asked as to her request, she invites them 
both to a second feast. 


But some other events are taking place between 
these two feasts. Haman is greatly elated over being 
invited to these feasts and orders a gallows to be 
built upon which to hang Mordecai. 


The king could not sleep that night, and here, 
again, we see the providence of God. He command- 
ed to bring the book of the records of the chronicles 





and read them, and it was found written what Mor- 
decai had done in saving his life. What honor has 
been done to him? he asked, and when they replied, 
nothing, he asked who was in the court and when 
Haman came in he asked him what would be a 
good thing to do for someone whom the king de- 
lights to honor? Haman, thinking that he was that 
man, replied that he should be clothed in the royal 
apparel and put upon the horse the king rode upon 
and led through the streets by one of the most noble 
princes who would proclaim, “Thus shall it be done 
unto the man whom the king delights to honor.” 
Then the king said, make haste and do this to Mor- 
decai, I suppose this was the bitterest pill Haman 
ever had to swallow, but he did it and went to his 
house mourning and with head covered. 

The balance of the story is quickly told. At the 
second feast Esther discloses the plot against her 
people, the king’s wrath against Haman is aroused 
and he is ordered to be hung on the gallows he built 
for Mordecai. The estate of Haman is given to 
Esther and the ring of Haman to Mordecai who is 
honored and made next to the king in authority. A 
new decree is ordered and the Jews are given per- 
mission, and urged, to defend themselves. They are 
victorious over their enemies, and are again saved 
in a time of danger. The Jews rejoice greatly and 
the Feast of Purim is inaugurated, to commemorate 
this event in their history. 

Our country faces a crisis today. May God, in His 
merciful Providence grant that we may find someone 


who has come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 26, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


THE DAY OF RE-CREATION 


Scripture: Exodus 20:8-11 and Mark 2:23-28 
Suggested Hymns: 

“O Day of Rest and Gladness” 

“Safely through Another Week” 

“The Day of Resurrection” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Last week we discussed the matter of recreation for 
Christian young people. In considering this question 
we need to realize that the most important aspect 
of recreation is spiritual in nature. God has provided 
ways, means, and times for our spiritual restoration, 
or, as we are calling it, spiritual re-creation. We are 
spiritually re-created through worship, and in this 
program we are thinking about the day which God 
has set aside for the worship of Himself. 


The first three of the Ten Commandments deal 
with ways of worshipping God and with the con- 
sistency of worship. The Fourth Commandment has 
to do with a specific time for worship. It provides 
a time for the worship of God and for the physical, 
mental, and spiritual restoration of man. One day in 
seven is specifically set aside as a day of rest, and 
this is based on the fact that God rested from His 
creative labors on the seventh day after He had 
worked six days in the creation of the universe. God 
established this law by His own example, and as we 
keep it, our minds are turned toward Him who first 
took one day in seven as His day of rest. 


Since the time of Christ, we observe the first day 
of the week as the weekly sabbath instead of the 
seventh day. This makes the day a double memorial. 
We are remembering, at the same time, the rest 
which God took from the work of creation and the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead which took 
place on the first day of the week. These two events 
ought always to remind us that the day belongs to 
the Lord and should be observed according to His 
desires. 


There has always been a great deal of difference 
of opinion as to what constitutes the right keeping 
of the Sabbath day. Many people who raise questions 
on this subject are anxious for definite opinions re- 
garding the rightness or wrongness of doing certain 
specific things on Sunday. Whenever we try to give 
a definite answer, we let ourselves in for a terrible 
argument, if the person who raises the question 
happens to disagree with us. It is far better to give 
the person the principles of proper Sabbath observ- 


ance and let him make his own decision. The prin- 
ciples of the Sabbath can be summed up in this way: 
whatever is consistent with the purpose of the Sab- 
bath, and whatever is consistent with the teachings 
of Christ about the Sabbath, constitutes a right ob- 
servance of the Sabbath day. 


First Speaker: 

What are the purposes of the Sabbath? Accord- 
ing to the commandment they are two in number. 
The first is that man may have a day of rest for each 
six days that he goes about his normal labors. The 
word “sabbath” comes from the Hebrew, and is best 
rendered in English by our word “rest”. There is 
an implication in this commandment which is fre- 
quently overlooked: that we are expected to do six 
days work. The Scripture says, “Six days shalt thou 
labor.” That is a command, and the law of the Sab- 
bath cannot have full meaning for everyone who dis- 
obeys it. Assuming that a man does work six days, it 
has been proved that he needs a full day of rest if his 
efficiency it to be maintained. The commandment 
is not arbitrary. There is a logical reason to sub- 
stantiate it. In this law God has made provision to 
meet man’s basic need of rest. 


The second purpose of the commandment is that 
one day in seven be kept holy to the Lord. The Bible 
is consistent in representing the Sabbath as a holy 
day. It is not enough that men rest from their labors 
on the seventh day, they must use the day for worship 
of God and communion with God. We are too much 
inclined to fasten our thoughts on material things. 
God has given us this time to think on spiritual 
things and to nourish our spiritual nature. This 
holy keeping of the Sabbath should never be thought 
of as an irksome duty. It is one of our richest privi- 
leges, and if we observe it in the right spirit, it will 
be for us the most joyful day of the whole week. The 
Sabbath was made for man, and was meant to be 
a day of joy and peace. 


When we have questions as to what is the right 
way to keep the Sabbath, then let us test our ques- 
tions by these purposes of the Sabbath. If the activity 
provides rest from normal labor, and if it inclines 
one’s heart toward God and the worship of Him, 
then it is very likely a worthy way of keeping the 
Sabbath. When we keep in mind the purposes of 
the Sabbath, we find joy for ourselves in that day 
and we bring joy to the Lord. 


Second Speaker: 
Every consideration of the Fourth Commandment 
must take into account the very strong and clear 
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teachings of Christ on that subject. Christ’s teachings 
do not conflict at all with the purposes of the com- 
mandment stated already, but they were very definite- 
ly in conflict with the legalistic interpretations of the 
religious leaders of His day. It is likely that they 
would also be in conflict with some of the legalistic 
views of our own day. His guiding principle was that 
the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath. Jesus always used the day primarily for 
worship, but He made it clear that acts of mercy to 
man and beast are in keeping with the spirit of the 
Sabbath. He also made it clear that all activity 
which is necessary to the formal worship of God is 
lawful on the Sabbath. He sought the glory of God 
and the good of man. Jesus’ way of keeping the day 
brought joy to the keepers and spread joy to others. 


Program Leader: 


As we have already said, the commandment reminds 
us of the rest of God at creation and of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. It also reminds us of the rest yet to 
come, namely the perfect rest which God promises 
to those who have believed in His Son. The rest of 
the present Sabbath is but an imperfect symbol of 
the rest to come, but our Sabbaths now will be made 
more beautiful and more joyous as we meditate on 
that rest which awaits us due to the saving work of 
Christ. 


(For your discussion period, take some _ typical 
Sunday activities and test them by the purposes of 
the Sabbath and the teachings of the Lord.) 

As a closing prayer sing the last stanza of “Softly 
Fades the Twilight Ray” (No. 466 in Presbyterian 
Hymnal) 





Moderator’s Engagements 


July 2 - August 14 in Brazil— 
Meeting of North Brazil Mission 
Tour of Mission points 
Meeting of Presbyterian Alliance 
Centennial Meeting Brazil Presbyterian Church 


August 23— 
Richmond, Va.—River Road Presbyterian Church 


August 30— 
Norfolk, Va.—First Presbyterian Church 


September 6— 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 


September 13— 
Mills River Church—Horseshoe, N. C. Anniversary 
Service 


September 15— 
Men of Mecklenburg Presbytery—Charlotte, North 
Carolina 


September 17— 
Pending 


September 19— 
Atlanta, Presbytery Men’s Rally—Atlanta, Georgia 


September 24— 
Convocation—Union 
Mond, Va. 


Theological Seminary, Rich- 


September 25— 
Men of the Church—Kanawha Presbytery, Charles- 
ton, W. Va. 
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October 4— 
Roanoke, Va.—Union Service 


October 11— 
Deland, Florida—First Church Dedication Service 


October 17-18— 
Lake Placid, Florida—Minister, Elder, Deacons Re- 
treat, St. John’s Florida 


October 22— 
Winchester, Virginia—Presbyterian 


October 25— 
Montgomery, West Virginia—First Church—Dedica- 
tion 


Pending 


November 4— 
Atlanta, Georgia—Agnes Scott College 


November 4-5— 
Atlanta, Georgia—General Council 


November 6—Macon, Georgia—Presbyterian Convoca- 
tion 

November 19— 
Auburn, Alabama—First Presbyterian Church—Men 


December 17— 
Pending 


January 3— 
Charlotte, North Carolina—Convocation 


January 19— 
Natchez, Mississippi—First Church 


February 20— 
Ruston, Louisiana—Camp Alabama—Layman’s Asso- 
ciation 
Red River Presbytery 
March 5— 
Little Rock, Arkansas—Men of Synod of Arkansas 


March 6— 
Little Rock, Arkansas—First Church 


March 11-13— 
Huntington, West Virginia 


March 18-20— 
Lexington, Kentucky 








A Venture in 


Long-Range Reporting 


The demand for extra copies of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal for June 17th. carrying the 
above named editorial by Dr. Bell has been so great 
that our supply of this particular issue is now ex- 
hausted. We have had many requests for reprints. 
We now have these in our four page (Journal page 
size) reprint along with the editorial entitled, “Cruci- 
fied for What?” The price: 15c per dozen or $1.00 
per hundred postpaid. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 








A Statement in Regard to the 
Church’s Recently Adopted 
Doctrine About Marriage 
and Divorce 


The following statement was submitted to Hanover 
Presbytery at its recent meeting by Rev. Dr. W. A. 
Mcllwaine, a member of that Presbytery. 


I hereby respectfully request that the following 
statement be entered in the minutes of this meeting 
of Hanover Presbytery. 


After study and careful consideration I find that I 
cannot agree to the statement or carry out the injunc- 
tions in Chapter XXVI of The Confession of Faith 
and the seven paragraphs inserted after Paragraph 
376 in The Book of Church Order, as recently duly 
enacted by the proper courts of our Church, for 
several reasons, principal among them being the fol- 
lowing: 


1. These newly adopted standards contain many 
questionable statements and permit action contrary 
to Scriptural teaching, including express pronounce- 
ments of our Lord. I believe that this is because 
they are based upon a principle at variance with the 
fundamental principle underlying the rest of The 
Confession of Faith, i.e., Article X of Chapter I, 
which reads: 


The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies 
of religion are to be determined, and all decrees 
of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines 
of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, 
and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no 
other than the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scrip- 
tures. 


Here, instead, the underlying principle seems to 
be that the Supreme Judge is the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing to the Christian believer, who recognizes the 
words of the Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture only 
in so far as he believes that the Holy Spirit is lead- 
ing him to do so now. This necessarily seriously af- 
fects both the content and intent of the entire re- 
vision. 


2. Although the Divine Intention for the insepar- 
able union of persons entering the marriage covenant 
is recognized (Ch. XXVI, v), the Scriptural concept 
of the very special nature of the marriage relation- 
ship, in which they too become one flesh, which is so 
unique in human society and so sacred that the Scrip- 
ture likens it to the relationship of Christ to His 
Church, is ignored, and marriage is treated as if there 
were no essential difference between it and any other 
solemn contractural relationship. Accordingly, when 
it has been terminated there is no recognition of any 
unique moral relationship remaining between the 
two parties that in itself offers any hindrance to either 
party’s remarriage, although our Lord Himself ex- 
plicitly pointed out this factor. 


3. Grounds sufficient to warrant divorce are de- 
scribed in Ch. XXVI, v, as “extreme, unrepented-of, 
and irremediable unfaithfulness (physical or “spirit- 
ual).” The use of the adjective, “spiritual,” while 


apparently deepening the quality of faithfulness 
called for, in this context actually suggests that an 
easy escape is possible if the marriage bond becomes 
galling, and is likely to lessen resolution to continue 
the marriage. Again, in the third of the new para- 
graphs inserted after Paragraph 367 in The Book of 
Church Order other grounds are allowed, the va- 
lidity of which can be determined only subjectively. 
The result is to take the whole matter out of the 
category of right and wrong and put it in the realm 
of moral, physical and spiritual expediency. 


4. In Ch. XXVI, vi, the remarriage of divorced 
persons is allowed “when sufficient penitence for 
sin and failure is evident.” Here the possibility ex- 
plicitly pointed out by our Lord, that remarriage 
after divorce can be adulterous, is ignored and the 
Church is recognized as having authority to sanction 
remarriage without regard to His warning. Besides 
this, who can decide when repentance is sufficient? 
And where are we taught in Scripture that degree of 
repentance can merit privilege, especially to do some- 
thing that may be wrong? In the Gospel of redemp- 
tion we are taught that we have been redeemed from 
sin, and true repentance will bring determination 
to follow our Lord’s commands, no matter how rig- 
orous they may seem. This kind of teaching is dan- 
gerously near that of the Roman Catholic Church, 
which gives its priests authority to grant absolution 
following confession and penance — though the 
power to allow remarriage after divorce is not given 
them. 


5. In the first of the new paragraphs in The Book 
of Church Order it is prescribed that “the minister 
shall carefully instruct the couple’—and presumably 
others as well — “in the Standards of our Church as 
set forth in Chapter XXVI of The Confession of Faith 
and in this chapter of The Directory of Worship.” In 
view of the fact that this would entail teaching what 
I believe to be contrary to the Word of God as set 
forth in the Scripture, I must respectfully decline 
to obey this injunction, but on the contrary must 
point out the errors involved and labor to bring all 
of the standards of our Church alike into confor- 
mity to the Scriptures. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. A. McIlwaine 


May 26, 1959. 
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ALABAMA 


Mobile—(PN)— Retirement of a 
civil engineer in Mobile, Ala., is go- 
ing to bring some unusual results: 


Edward Oliver Fowlkes will drop 
his career with the U. S. Corps of 
Engineers to gratify a long-stand- 
ing interest in Bible study; 


A whole family of Presbyterian 
scholars will descend on Edinburgh, 
Scotland; 


Volkswagen stock will go up again 
when they become ‘“Fowlkes-wag- 
ons”. 


When E. O. Fowlkes retires from 
his work as a civil engineer this 
summer, he will sail for Edinburgh 
to study Bible and Theology, and 
his whole family will go with him 
to continue their studies. 


Mr. Fowlkes interest in Bible 
study is nothing new. He is an elder 
in the Government Street Presby- 
terian Church here, and teaches a 
Sunday school class. 


Mrs. Fowlkes, the former Anne 
Shepherd, will renew her studies in 
French to obtain her master’s de- 
gree. The young Fowlkes will con- 
tinue their education too. 


Mary Anne, who has just gradu- 
ated from Agnes Scott, in Decatur, 
Ga., will do graduate work in Bible 
and Theology after her desire to pre- 
pare for a career in “something com- 
bining Christian education and so- 
cial services’. In 1958 she was the 
summer assistant in youth work at 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, At- 
lanta, Ga. 


Oliver Fowlkes has just complet- 
ed work as sophomore at South- 
western At Memphis, and will com- 
plete his junior year in Scotland as 
he continues studies for a history 
major. 


Agnes, who is thirteen years of 
age, and Caroline, ten, will continue 
their regular schooling. 


Mrs. Fowlkes has been teaching 
French in Mobile, and has had some 
graduate study at the Sorbonne in 
the past. Mr. Fowlkes studied for his 
engineering career at Alabama Poly- 
technic at Auburn. 


The Fowlkes will sail about Au- 
gust 1 from Mobile on a Dutch 
freighter of the Vinki Line, the S.S. 
Witmarsum, to begin their “contin- 
ued study in togetherness”. This 
family enterprise has entailed a lot 
of careful planning to take care of 
problems involved in such an under- 
taking. 


WCU 


But together they are solving the 
problem one by one. For example, 
it is not easy to close up a house 
where a family has lived so long 
without interruption. Mr. Fowlkes 
has lived in the same house since he 
was a little boy. But when father, 
mother and four children work to- 
gether the task becomes light. 


Though this family places a high 
value on togetherness, they also 
recognize the rights on the indi- 
viduals interests as their varied 
studies would indicate. They have 
indicated this recognition of indi- 
vidual importance in another way as 
they put their heads together to 
solve another problem. They solved 
the puzzle of transportation for the 
six Fowlkes, once they reached Scot- 
land, by making arrangements to 
buy two small European economy 
cars instead of a family bus. This 
way the family can better pursue 
their individual interests if they wish 
to travel in different directions at 
times. Or the two “Fowlkes-Wag- 
ons” can carry the family in the 
same route in an uncrowded fashion. 


The family will be abroad about 
a year. After they complete their 
study terms they hope to travel a 
bit in Europe before returning to the 
United States. 


Meeting of Synod 
of Appalachia 


Grundy, Va.—The Synod of Ap- 
palachia, of the Presbyterian Church, 

S. (south), elected the Rev. James 
M. Smith, of Big Stone Gap, Va., as 
Moderator, accepted an $850,000 
goal for benevolences for 1960, ap- 
proved an “affiliate” relationship be- 
tween the synod and Montreat Col- 
lege, Montreat, N. C., appointed a 
committee to direct plans for the de- 
nomination’s centennial celebration 
in 1961, and adjourned an over night 
session at the Buchanan First Pres- 
byterian Church, at Grundy, on June 
23 and 24th to meet at the Central 
Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Va., 
June 21, 1960. 


Mr. Smith was nominated as mod- 
erator on the basis of a life-time 
devoted to home mission work in 
Abingdon Presbytery since his ordi- 
nation in 1913 by that presbytery. 
He is credited with the organization 
of at least five churches in the area. 


The benevolence goal includes the 
total amount asked of the synod for 
the support of the agencies of the 
General Assembly and the support of 
five agencies of the synod. These 
are King College, Tenn., and the 
committees on Christian Education 
and Church Extension, for which 
the synod has exclusive obligation 


Soret 


and two seminaries, in Louisville, 
Ky., and Richmond, Va., where the 


obligation is shared with other 
synods. 


——7, 





The action with reference to Mon- 
treat within bounds of the synod 
gives that institution a status within 
the denomination. Montreat is a co- 
ecucational junior college, located 
at the site of the Presbyterian’s con- 
ference grounds at Montreat, N. C. 


Dr. Clifford L. Nixon, Bristol, 
Tenn., was presented to the body as 
the head of the “Student Guidance 
Center” established at King College, 
to be made available to high school 
students in the 244 congregations of 
the synod. Dr. Nixon will also teach 
at King College, Bristol. 


The Rev. R. T. L. Liston, D.D., 
president of King College spoke 
briefly of the institution and the 
synod ordered that a special hour 
on the evening of June 21, 1960, be 
set aside for a fuller presentation 
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of the college and its work. This 
meeting will be at Bristol, the home 
of the college. 


A special committee was named to 
plan for the celebration of the cen- 
tennial of the denomination’s found- 
ing in 1961, and the invitation of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Ashe- 
ville, to have the meeting at that 
church was referred to this com- 
mittee. 


The Synod approved a new set of 
standing rules to become effective at 
the next meeting, subject to possible 
changes at that time, to take the 
place of similar rules adopted in 
1939. One feature of the new rules 
provides for a permanent “publicity 
clerk” to provide the press with cur- 
rent news items. 


The meeting opened on Tuesday 
at 1:30 p.m., with the sermon of the 
retiring moderator, the Rev. D. R. 
Greenhoe, D.D., of Sweetwater, 
Tenn., and the observance of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, after 
which Mr. Smith was named mod- 
erator. 


The regular sessions of the synod 
were preceded by a conference on 
evangelism Monday evening and 
Tuesday morning. Dr. Harry Den- 
man, secretary of the General Board 
of Evangelism of the Methodist 
Church, spoke twice on Tuesday. Dr. 
William H. McCorkle, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Bristol, 
Tenn., and formerly secretary of 
evangelism for the denomination, 
spoke Monday evening and the Rev. 
George A. Chauncey, associate sec- 
retary, was also a featured speaker. 


There were some 160 ministers 
and laymen in attendance at the 
meeting from churches in four pres- 
byteries in southwest Virginia, west- 
ern North Carolina, eastern Ten- 
nessee and southeastern Kentucky. 


The Rev. W. G. Thomas, D.D., 
Asheville, is stated clerk, the Rev. 
D. E. Renegar, Bistol, Tenn., perma- 
nent clerk and the Rev. W. C. Cooper, 
Arden, N. C., the temporary clerk 
who served at the meeting. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta —(PN)— Will Mann 
Richardson, vice president and trust 
officer of the Citizens First Na- 
tional Bank of Tyler, Texas, was 
elected chairman of the Board of 
Annuities and Relief, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., at its June meeting. 


Mr. Richardson, a young lawyer- 
banker who is an elder in First Pres- 
byterian Church of Tyler, succeeds 
Dr. W. A. Benfield, Jr., of Shreve- 
port, La., as presiding officer for 
the church’s retirement and pensions 
agency. He has been vice-chairman 
of the Board during the past year. 


The Rev. John M. Walker of Roa- 
noke Rapids, N. C., was elected vice- 
chairman of the Board. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Sanford —(PN)— The Rev. Zane 
M. Moore has assumed his duties as 
pastor of the Morningside Presby- 
terian Church here. 


A native of Union County, (N.C.) 
the young minister is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Moore. His wife 
is the former Eldena Williams, also 
of Union County. The Moores are 
the parents of a two-months old 
daughter. 


Mr. Moore attended Wingate Jun- 
ior College, Queens College, and is 
a graduate of Elon College. He is 
a May graduate of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Richmond, Va. While 
attending seminary he served as sup- 
ply pastor for several Virginia 
churches. 





TENNESSEE 


Knoxville —(PN)— Lake Hills 
Presbyterian Church, one of the new- 
est in Knoxville Presbytery is 
launching a $60,000 campaign for 
funds to be used in building the 
first unit of its plant. The church 
plans to construct a chapel, and ed- 
ucational unit, which will be the cen- 
tral portion of their plant when 
the entire building is completed. Mr. 
George Leupold, chairman of the 
finance committee, is also serving 
as chairman of the building cam- 
paign. Mr. H. E. McDaniel, Jr., 
is chairman of the building com- 
mittee. The pastor of the new 
church is the Rev. Robert A. Yar- 
son. 


Lake Hills Church was organized 
in the fall of 1957 with the help of 
Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church 
and the Knoxville Presbytery Com- 
mittee on Home Missions. A manse 
has already been built and the 
church owns 11 acres purchased for 
it by the Home Missions Committee. 


This church was one of several 
which have grown out of the Pres- 
byterian Trailer-Chapel provided by 
the Board of Church Extension, At- 
lanta, Ga. The chapel is still in 
use for Sunday school purposes but 
the congregation has outgrown its 
facilities for worship and is now 
meeting in a restaurant. 





TEXAS 


Kerrville —(PN)— Presbyterians 
chose Boyd Scott of Richardson, 
Texas, to be president of their Sy- 
nod Men’s Council at their June 20 
Meeting held at the Mo-Ranch near 
here. 


As 1960 president of the council, 
Scott succeeds Harrell Mason, Sr., of 
Dallas. 


Other officers elected are: Earl 
Cato of Houston, R. L. Shelton of 
Tyler, and Bill Collyns of Midland, 
as vice-presidents; and Oscar Simp- 
son of Wichita Falls as Secretary- 
treasurer. 
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About 350 men attended the three- 
day meeting. Speakers included; J. 
W. Baldwin of Houston, president 
of the Assembly Men’s Council for 
the denomination; Dr. Andrew Ed- 
ington of Kerrville, president of 
Schreiner Institute; Dr. Bernard 
Boyd of Chapel Hill, N. C.; and Dr. 
John F. Anderson of Orlando, Fla. 





VIRGINIA 


Norfolk —(PN)— A tiny little 
booklet crammed full of the names 
and bravery of heroic missionaries 
has just been published by Dr. Frank 
A. Brown, veteran Presbyterian mis- 
sionary to China. 


The booklet is called “Heroism on 
the Mission Field,” and outlines on 
its 11 pages some of the deeds of 
those on “God’s honor roll.” These 
include Raymond Lull in North Af- 
rica; Dr. John G. Paton in the New 
Hebrides; Captain Allen Gardiner in 
Tierra Del Feugo; Dr. Eleanor 
Chestnut in China; the five martyrs 
of Ecuador; and the one martyr 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
the Rev. John Vinson of China. 


The little booklet is available at 
no cost from Dr. Brown, at 415 30th 
Street, Norfolk 8, Va., thanks to the 
generosity of a friend who published 
it for him. Dr. Brown concludes his 
examples of heroism in the mission 
areas with the story of one of his 
co-workers in China, Pastor Feng 
Hwa An, martyred by the Japanese. 








The Greek New Testament by 


Henry Alford. with revision by 
Everett F. Harrison, Th.D., Ph.D. 
Professor of New Testament, Fuller 
Theological Seminary. Published by 
Kregel’s Book Store, Grand Rapids 6, 
Michigan. Two large volumes $20.00 
per set. 


Since the First Edition in 1849, 
Alford’s Greek Testament has gone 
through at least seven editions. For 
many years it has been out of print, 
and only used copies have been avail- 
able. Dr. Harrison has laid all serious 
students of the New Testament un- 
der a debt of gratitude for his re- 
vision of this monumental work. 

—Martin A. Hopkins 
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THE RISE AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF CALVINISM. John H. Bratt. 
Eerdman’s $2.75. 


The year 1959 is bringing forth 
some excellent literature on Calvin 
and the Reformed Faith. It is ap- 
propriate that during this anniversary 
year commemorating the 450th an- 
niversary of Calvin’s birth, the 400th 
anniversary of the final edition of 
his Institutes, that there should be 
an accelerated literary activity in 
the Reformed camp. 


In this concise volume we are 
given a symposium of 5 chapters, 
each dealing with some phase of 
Calvinism. The first sets forth the 
life and work of John Calvin and is 
written by the editor, Dr. John H. 
Bratt. This chapter is condensed and 
deals altogether with the main facts 
in the Reformer’s life. 


Chapter 2 discusses the spread of 
Calvinism in Switzerland, Germany 
and France. Dr. Charles Miller of 
Calvin College tells us the secret of 
the rapid spread of Calvinism. He 
writes, “The spread of Calvinism 
was unusual. Catholicism had _ been 
maintained by civil and_ military 
force and was throughout Europe in 
obligation of birth and citizenship. 
Lutheranism likewise survived and 
expanded only because it became a 
religion of politics. Calvinism, in 
contrast, having in general neither 
civil nor military authority to sup- 
port it, had only the appeal of its 
consistent logic and self-apparent 
Biblicism to popularize it. With any 
generation on such a basis Calvin- 
istic ideas have spread across Europe 
and even where Reformed churches 
were not established Calvinism was 
to leave its mark. The impact was 
not personal as it was with Luther- 
anism, nor ecclesiastical as with Ca- 
tholicism but primarily idealogical.’ 


The third chapter written by Pro- 
fessor Walter Lagewey, narrates the 
history of Calvinism in the Nether- 
lands. The author shows that the 
development of Calvinism in the 
Netherlands follows the collapse of 
the Lutheran Sacramentarian and 
Anabaptistic movements. The as- 
cendancy of Calvinism in the Low- 
lands is in many respects a mystery 
for the movement began to flourish 
precisely at a time when the Roman 
Church was persecuting Protestant 
heresy most vigorously. Despite the 
fact that persecution necessitated the 
establishment of Calvinistic congre- 
gations abroad in Germany and Eng- 
land, Calvinism continued to gain 
adherents. It was literally true, ob- 
serves the writer, that the blood of 
martyrs was the seed of Calvinist 
churches. The decline of Dutch Cal- 
vinism is traced and the revitaliza- 
tion under the leadership of Abra- 
ham Kuyper is chronicled. It was 
Kuper who in 1886 led a half million 
Calvinists out of the established 
church when it proved impossible to 
restore this church to a Calvinist 
credal basis with autonomy in ecclesi- 
astical affairs. Kuyper also led the 
movement which resulted in the 
establishment of the Free University 


in 1880. Under the leadership of 
Kuyper Calvinism again became a 
significant force in the Netherlands. 


Chapter 4 presents the history and 
development of Calvinism in Scot- 
land and England. Professor Earl 
Strikwerda tells the story of Cal- 
vinism in Scotland and England. He 
shows that British Calvinism made 
two large contributions — the first 
is the Westminster Confession with 
its two catechisms; the second is the 
steadying and catalyzing influence 
it had on the British social scene. 
He recognizes that the Westminster 
Confession is quite universally con- 
sidered the most masterful of all 
confessions produced by Calvinists. 


The closing chapter is given by 
Professor Bratt and is devoted to the 
history and development of Calvinism 
in America. After enumerating the 
five main emigrating streams that 
deposited Calvinism on this continent 
the author shows that Calvinism dom- 
inated the American theological 
scene. Professor Bratt closes on 
somewhat of a pessimistic note. He 
says, “Calvinism in America today 
is a struggling remnant. There are, 
to be sure, individual Calvinists and 
groups of Calvinists in the evangeli- 
cal denominations but organizational- 
ly there are only five or six small de- 
nominations that are still quite 
thoroughl~ imbued with Calvinism.” 


The main value of this volume is 
to provide the student and layman 
with a convenient summary of a 
great amount of historical material. 
Each chapter has an excellent bibli- 
ography and those desiring further 
study will find helpful bibliographi- 
cal material. 


—John R. Richardson 
CHAMPION OF GENEVA. Peter 
De Rover. Translated from the Dutch 


by William Eerdman, Sr. Eerdman’s 
35e. 


Recently there came into the hands 
of Mr. Eerdmans a manuscript writ- 
ten by a popular author who is noted 
for his ability to appeal to young 
readers. Mr. Eerdmans describes the 
manuscript as “a short swift-moving 
authentic sketch of John Calvin for 
young readers.” This is a precise 
description. The Champion of Ge- 
neva shows young people what a 
wonderful living heritage is theirs 
in the Reformation. It shows them 
the real Calvin. In place of a false 
picture, the Champion of Geneva 
places a warm, human and exciting 
portrait of the Great Reformer. 


The Champion of Geneva will 
arouse a curiosity in the minds of 
young people so that they will want 
to know more about the real John 
Calvin and his works. Due to Mr. 
Eerdman’s desire to place this little 
book in the hands of as many young 
readers as possible, it has been priced 
without any thought of financial 
profit and has been produced in a 
format attractive to young readers. 
We would like to see this volume 
placed in the hands of high school 
and college students. It will hold 





their attention from the beginning 


to the end. 
—John R. Richardson 





MAN IN SEARCH OF IMMOR. 
TALITY. Charles R. Salit. Phil- 
osophical Library. $3.50. 


The main thrust of this volume is 
man’s speculations concerning im- 
mortality apart from divine revela- 
tion. We are reminded that all re- 
ligions since time immemorial have 
said that man is immortal. The au- 
thor writes, “The instinct in man to 
survive is so persistent, so intense 
that he projects life beyond the cur- 
tain of death through the instru- 
mentality of God. God never dies. 
He is the constant in the world of 
change. The Great Change has no 
effect upon Him. By clinging to 
Him we too shall survive. The con- 
cept of God is a constant which man 
approaches, is a limit, is a funda- 
mental principle in man’s evolution. 
This sets his direction, this sets the 
pace of his progress.” 


This volume has very little value 
for the Biblical theologian. The au- 
thor seems to be quite unconscious 
of the fact that Christ has abolished 
death and brought life and immor- 
tality to light throughout His gospel. 

—John R. Richardson 





BOOKLET ON 


The 
National Council 


of Churches 


56 Pages 4” x 9” 


The Board of Directors of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal has 
just published a booklet consist- 
ing of articles, editorials and other 
material published in recent 
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